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Presentation Overview 

•Epidemiology update 

•CDC Zika Action Plan Summit 

•North Carolina Response and 
Activities 
 



Epidemiology (as of April 12, 2016)  

• Zika in the Americas; Pan American Health Organization 
report  

• Suspected cases      199,922 

• Laboratory confirmed cases        5,869 

 

• Zika in the United States; CDC report  

• States    346 travel associated cases 

• Territories   354 cases (351 locally acquired) 

 

• Zika in North Carolina; NC DPH report 

• 9 travel associated cases (294 individuals evaluated for 
testing) 
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The White House announced it 
would partner with the National 
Governors Association (NGA) and 
the nation’s governors to combat the 
Zika virus.  

 

The intent of the summit was to help 
identify gaps in preparedness and 
provide state and local senior 
officials with information and tools to 
improve Zika response within their 
states and jurisdictions. 

 

A team, led by Dr. Randall Williams, 
State Health Director and Danny 
Staley, Division Director, NC Division 
of Public Health from North Carolina 
was invited by the CDC to attend the 
summit. 
 



CDC Zika Action Plan Summit 

• North Carolina has made significant progress in the past 
few months and our state of readiness is similar to other 
states in the Southeast. 

 

• Our efforts to develop mosquito surveillance/control were 
well received. 

 

• Emphasis at the summit 

• Mosquito control 

• Pregnancy registry 

• Outreach and education – especially for women of 
childbearing age 
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Ongoing Activities for North Carolina 

•Health Care Provider Guidance 

•Laboratory Capacity 

•Pregnancy Registry 

•Blood Safety 

•Mosquito Surveillance / Management 

•Outreach 
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Zika Health Care Provider Guidance 

7 



Zika Response  
State Laboratory of Public Health 

 

The State Laboratory of Public Health has worked closely with the 
Communicable Disease Branch since Zika response began in 
January.  

 

Successfully completed the CDC IgM verification panel and is now 
approved to conduct diagnostic testing to detect Zika antibodies in 
serum. 

 

Received the Emergency Use Authorization trioplex assay to directly 
detect Zika, dengue and chikungunya virus in serological specimens 
and CSF and Zika virus in urine and amniotic fluid.   

• The laboratory is currently working to verify assay performance and is 
scheduled to offer the test on or before April 30 

• Continues to evaluate IgM assays for dengue and chikungunya virus. 
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Modes of Zika Virus Transmission 
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Modes of Zika Virus Transmission 
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Zika Blood Safety: FDA Guidance 

FDA has provided blood establishments that 
collect Whole Blood and blood components 
recommendations for donor screening, donor 
deferral and product management to reduce the 
risk of transfusion-transmitted Zika virus. 

 

Division of Public Health is coordinating with 
North Carolina Emergency Management to set 
up a meeting with blood center operators 
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Zika Blood Safety: FDA Guidance 

Blood Centers and Operators in North Carolina 

• American Red Cross 

• Armed Services Blood Center 

• Community Blood Centers of the Carolinas 

• Duke Apheresis Donor Program 

• REX Blood Services  

• The Blood Connection, Greenville, South 
Carolina 

• Cape Fear Valley Health 

• University of North Carolina Blood Center 

• Wake Med Apheresis Donor Program 

 
 

12 



U.S. Zika Pregnancy Registry 

• CDC established the US Zika Pregnancy Registry and is 
collaborating with state, tribal, local and territorial health 
departments to collect information about Zika virus infection 
during pregnancy and congenital Zika virus infection. 

 

• The Communicable Disease Branch is working with the Birth 
Defects Unit of the State Center for Health Statistics within 
the North Carolina Division of Public Health to establish 
registry protocols for North Carolina.  

 

• Successful implementation will rely on effective partnership 
with obstetricians, gynecologists and pediatricians 
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Short Term Mosquito Management 

Initial Mosquito Survey  
 
• Partnership with Western Carolina University, NC 
State University, and East Carolina University.  
 

• Sampling method and plan has been designed 
 

• Partner counties have been recruited 
 

• Will initiate later in April – still early in the season 
 

• Larvae may not be identifiable until May 
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Long Term Mosquito Management 
 

• On April 11, 2016, the Governor unveiled his budget 
priorities to further promote a healthy North Carolina, 
including $750,000 to respond to Zika Virus 

• Provides funding for surveillance across the state to 
identify and track the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the 
primary carrier of the Zika virus, as well as other 
disease vectors 

• Entomologists in the Communicable Disease Branch  

• Funding to help local health departments provide 
education and conduct surveillance 

• Laboratory scientist at North Carolina State 
Laboratory of Health 
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Aedes aegypti Maps from the CDC  
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Aedes albopictus Maps from the CDC  
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Zika Outreach & Education 
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Thank you for your attention 

and your commitment to the 

health and safety of all the 

people in North Carolina. 
 

 


